10,381] From this table you will see that maternal and associated infant deaths occupy the second highest place in this list, indeed maternal deaths in this three-yearly period are in themselves only slightly less in number than deaths caused by motor accidents. Probably many of you will think that this is a deliberate overstatement of the problem, but the aim of an efficient maternity service takes into consideration not only the care of the mother during pregnancy, parturition, and the puerperium, with the object of securing a return to full efficiency, but also the production of a healthy living infant. In the series of maternal deaths discussed in the report, a living child resulted only in 42-6 per cent, of the cases.
In all, 2527 reports of maternal deaths were considered, but of these 62 Unfortunately, in view of the fact that confidence was a feature of these reports on maternal deaths, the blame for avoidable deaths rests on all attendants equally; but even in the absence of definite information, there was some evidence that in certain areas there were particular offenders, and it would appear that in the practice of obstetrics, as in road accidents, there are a certain number of people?doctors and midwives ?who are accident prone. It appeared to us that this state of affairs was due at times to an inability to realise fully and to assess the conditions present : at times it appeared that this was due to lack of theoretical knowledge, at times to lack of consideration and hurry, and at times to what must be described as panic.
It has been said that this enquiry has not added anything to the science of obstetrics, but, in the ordinary sense, a series of reports made by different investigators could not be expected to do this, nor was that intended. It is, however, a survey of the present-day midwifery, and in this it has succeeded in showing how far the ordinary practice of obstetrics is removed from present-day knowledge, ideals, and teaching. There were many instances where the procedures adopted were of such a nature as to be condemned by every one who has the interests of obstetrics at heart. Numerous examples of this faulty procedure could be quoted. You 
